


The Mediterranean basin is continuously exposed to 
environmental hazards such as earthquakes, volcanic 
eruptions, floods, fires, droughts, affecting several 
sectors and ecosystems: water, food, health, and securi-
ty. The constant changes the basin is experiencing are 
deeply influenced by human activities, with uncontrolled 
land and sea use (it is one of the world's busiest shipping 
routes), urbanisation, rapid industrial development, 
leading to significant and increasing risks in the coming 
decades. To meet these challenges, today more than 
ever, our interconnected world needs to build bridges 
that can help us to find suitable solutions together that 
leave no one behind. Higher education, along with its 
links to research and innovation, plays a crucial role in 
both individual and social progress. It aims to provide 
the highly skilled human capital needed by Europe and 
neighboring countries. This capital is essential for crea-
ting jobs, improving quality of life, and advancing sustai-
nable development.

The kick-off meeting is the inauguration event of the 
MediCoRe initiative, which aims to improve the "Mediter-
ranean Community Resilience" through cooperation in 
research, education, and technological transfer in the 
fields of Civil Engineering, Environmental Engineering, 
Transportation Engineering, Building Engineering, 
Urban and Regional Planning, Engineering Geology, 
Geotechnics, Hydraulics and Chemistry. The focus of the 
event is the signature of the Memorandum of Under-
standing that establishes the MediCoRe partnership 
among Mediterranean Institutions under the Coordina-
tion of the Department of Civil, Environmental, Land, 
Building Engineering and Chemistry (DICATECh) of the 
Polytechnic University of Bari.

MediCoRe
introduction

The morning sessions will be devoted to the presenta-
tion of the contents and key challenges of the MediCoRe 
initiative and to the signature of the Memorandum of 
Understanding. The afternoon sessions will be devoted 
to the First General Assembly and to the visit to DICATE-
Ch laboratories. The expected objective of the event is 
the definition of the main strategic directions for the 
activities of the network and its reinforcement.

MediCoRe Kick-off
Meeting AGENDA

09.00 Registration

Friday May 17th

18.00 Welcome drink – Registrations
Location: Riva Del Sole Hotel, GIOVINAZZO

Thursday May 16th

09.30 Institutional Greetings
Prof. Francesco Cupertino
Rector of the Polytechnic of Bari

Prof. Fabio Pollice
Rector of the University of Salento

Prof. Eugenio Di Sciascio 
Deputy Mayor of Bari 

On. Francesco Sisto
Deputy Minister of Justice

On. Marcello Gemmato
Deputy Minister of Health

Sen. Alessandra Gallone
Special Advisor of the Ministry of University and Research

10.00 MediCoRe Initiative
Presentation of the MediCoRe Initiative

Prof. Laura Grassini
Polytechnic University of Bari - DICATECh Department

Dr. Matilda Mali
Polytechnic University of Bari - DICATECh Department

11.00 Coffee break

11.30 Key challenges for Mediterranean Network
Chair: Prof. Gabriella Balacco
Polytechnic University of Bari - DICATECh Department

Avv. Maurizio Raeli
Director of CIHEAM, Bari

Avv. Vito Bruno
Head of the Apulian Environmental Protection Agency

Ing. Gianfredi Mazzolani
International Activities  of the Apulian Aqueduct

Dr. Ondine Gaerty
Policy Executive of the Energy and Water Agency, Malta

Chair of the Port System Authority for the Southern Adriatic Sea

Dr. Nisrine Iouzzi
Director of Construction Work, New Dakhla Atlantic Port, Morocco

Dr. Gianna Elisa Berlingerio
Head of the Department for Economical Development of the Apulia Region

Prof. Piero Portincasa
General Secretary of CUM

Dr. Leonardo Manzari
Coordinator of WestMED Initiative - UE

14:30 First General Assembly
Chair: Prof. Leonardo Damiani
Director of DICATECh Department

Co-Chair: Prof. Nicola Lamaddalena
Professor Emeritus of CIHEAM

16:00 Coffee break

16:30 Visit to DICATECh La boratories

13:00 Lunch Break

20.30 Social Dinner
Location: Riva Del Sole Hotel, GIOVINAZZO

10:30 MediCoRe Memorandum of Understanding
Signature of the Memorandum of Understanding


